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Althou^ ho oohsidere himself primarily an historian^ he has done 
oonslderable vrork In anthropology and philology with partioular referenoe 
to* Cehtral Asian tribal groups o In addition to his knowledge of Central 
a^ Bast Asian languages^ he speaks Persiano Turkisho French., German^ and. 
soohe .%3sian» 

(b) Professor of Semitlo langxiages and literature at a largo US universityp idio 
attended the 23 rd International Congress of Oriental 1st a at CambridgOp UK. 
a-28 Aug 54. 

speaks Bear Eastern and Vest European languages^ but not Ruasian. 

• ^5olleptor*fl Botes The two sources were interrogated separately and it 
was. not possible to reconcile disorepenoiee in their reports^* .• 
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BOT BOB U) . ■" 

It. hSL.|i been a tradition sinoe the middle of the 19th century to ooxxvene a. congress 
of orientalists from all purts of the world every three years for purposes of 
; aoademlb and scholarly exohangeo For the most part, these eongressos have been 
held in various parts of Europe^ Thus the 21st in 1948 end 23rd in 1954^ held 
reipoetlvely In Paris and Caxnb ridges remained true to this tradition, ^e 22nd 
Congress in.19619 however, was held in Istanbul, Turkey, after the oongress had 
bei^ f oxmally invited by the Turkish (lovemment to oonvens there. Though Istanbul 
- ^tacjbniio'ally is a part of Burope, historically it is a part of the Orient;^ The 
24th .Congress will oonvene in a oity in Wbstara Germany. Therefore, It is apparent 
. t^t : ^ tradition of meeting only in ^rope is being uphold. 

^^Z-^4.^e;p^ of* att^lSig both the Istanbul *d Cainb sidg a res set, and 

; of giving a paper s^ last Congress. Both Congresses were highly suoo'essful, 
budi. "fbr.diffsrexrb. r^^ The Istanbul (Tongress was chiefly suooessful bebbuse - 
Of/t^e ooioitaot it established between T urkish and foreign scholars. ‘Binoe the 
st.o^a^at^^ Turkey, much great work has been done in that country, in i’^e ' 

^f ibid Oriw EoweYe.r, It was not until the Istanbul Congress that 

^the.se:,bbntributiomi beoatM known to the “world of orientalists as a whole. 
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Congreas was made even more sucoeyfaful by the efforts of the Turkish Govern** 
meat to arrange exouraiona and erhlblta of manuscripta and antiquitiea for 
the visiting aoholars* 

The Ofrabridge Gcngrefia .1 however^ was successful for different reasons* As 
tms the oase in the Istanbul CongresSA the British authorities^ like the 
Turkish govemment|» strove to make available to the visiting delegatee all 
available faoiXities and repositories* Moreover^ for the first time in the 
regent history of the Congresses^ 21 delegates from the USSR attended* For 
the first time* foreign soholars had the opportunity to talk directly to 
Soviet Boholars whose oontributlons were known to them hitherto only through 
booke • 

Since the Oo&greseee are non*polltioal«u Invitations are sent out to all * 
reputable orientalists regardless of nationality end politloal affiliaticn. 

Za 196Ip the Turkish Govensaent sent invitations to delegates residing In Iron 
Guxtala count ries« Sons osudo/, however# Similarly^ invitations were thie time 
sent out^’to delegates in Zron Curtain oountrlet $aA In Sad China* Aooeptanees 
were fortheomlng from most of these ooun tries Inoludlng Red Ghinao However^ 
only Soviet and Polish delegatee aotually turned up* The preeenoe of the large 
Soviet delegation created quite a stir among the delegates* Zn hie opening 
address to the oonvooationi. the Vioe-^Chanoell<^r of the University of Cambridge 
■poke with fervor about the beginning of a new age of friendship and exchange^ 
and was warmly applauded* 2eki Velidl Togan of Turkey, preeldent of the ZZnd 
' Congress, addressed the Congress in bis oapaoity as former President* Since 
Zeki Bey is an old antl^BoIshevik (President of the first Bashkir Republio and 
Turk naticzialist), an undertone of bitterness lay in hie words beoanse of the 
fervent attention granted the Soviet delegates* This he also expfeesed 
privately to me on repeated oooaslons* 

Bart, Aeadsmlolan AA Gi^er , chief of the Soviet delegation, was invited to 
address the Congress* ~^e spoke In Russian sqid afterwards translated hie 
talk Into Sngllsh himself* All Soviet delegates subsequently spoke in Russian, 
M apparent attempt to gain recognition for the Aissian language as an offlolal 
international language along with English, French, and German* Guber spo|ce in 
' generalities about peace and exohax^e and was warsily cpplaudedo The last^.* 
^dress^^i/^ven by Claude; Soheffer, chief of the French delegation* Shef fer 
•was onoe. a Goman oaptaln the first World War, who has since become 

a FreuA oitlsen* He too ei^hasleed the presence of the Soviet delegation* 

The Soviet d legation seemed *to fall Into three oategoriesi 

(a) The scholars ** all Russian 

(b) The minority representatives (Grbek, Turkmen ete) *« probably trusted 
Conaunlsts and cert a inly not scholars* brought along for propaganda purposes 

( o) The BVD men* 

The lectures were given by mmnbors of categories "a* or **b". 

The soholars, as a whole, gave excellent lectures which weim warmly^ reoelved • 

The lecture by XU Dydfconov on* Parthian arohlves disoovered Im Central Asia 
created a small senM^ion and was probably the outstanding oontributlon of the 
Soviets* . 

BE Bertels* who gave a good Xeoture on Turkmen poetry. Is now an old man, the 
deem; ;of Soviet Iranian soholars* He Is g well respected scholar for his work 
In liiserature and philology. He was friendly, and spoke relatively freely in 
German on uon^^polittoal subjects* 
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0* IP one of thd laadliv^ Soviet Viatcriajig of the Altulo regichp 

roftd ^ oxoollost pap or on varlcuo aspects of Centrex At Ian problons* Ho 
woo very friendly end proved to bo the tnosti ohemlngj^ int«XIlgont,t and 
mobile of the CSSB delegation^* It v/aa somewhat surprising to see him so 
friendly with a World War II DP/. Omeijan Pri twal: /> a Ukrainian refugee from 
Zsvoir who is now at the Center of 0rlental'*5tudlos of Hamburg Ihiiversity* 

10# AA OubOTp head of the delegation^ gave a paper on the Philippine Kepubllo 
of IOTB7 whloh was Utterly antl«U8« and the only sour note among the 
soholarly papers. 

11# The leotures given by oategory delegates such as KT Say rant ay a v on the 
foxmation cf the Eaaakb nation# and KM K uliyev on .Turkmen culture p'^we re 
apparently propaganda lectures dee Igned ' ^o oMLvin oe ihe delegates how good 
eosdltiona were in the sub;1eot regions^ They were obviously not scholars 
beoause they could not answer questions. Except for the violent reaotlon 
of old aati«Bolsheviics like Zekd. Bey^ the reactions ef the audience were 
Indiffersttt* 

1B« The M7P men did not leoture* Vat nereuy observed and often acted as inters 
preters# One in partloular# V^aesilevsky p was quite charming and did his 
'.beet fiot. to be too oanaplcuouse*" « 
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MM^ere of iiie Soviet delegation were quartered in the colleges amng the 
other delegates. Although they lived separatel/p they tended to dine together 
en masse# Onoe when I jseated myself opposite Delegate SF Kovalyov at an 
early breakfast» I was subsequently surrounded by the mass Soviet delegates 
who trooped in together for breakfast. The atmosphore was ctralnedp but was 
broken eveaimally by the friendly and witty Potapvv* Kovalyovp whose field 
is modem Chinese literature^ is quite young and limps vary badly, possibly 
from* a war wound* Hew aw reserved, but friendly. O’xr conversajblon was 
limited by my spoken fiussian because he spoke no Western language* 

During. two days of the Congress^* the Soviet delegation showed four films 
about life in certain Soviet Bepubllos (Axmeoiap Aserbaijan/, U^bekifftea, and 
Xurkmaniatan) # The endltorlum was filled to overflowing by ourlous delegates* 
However, the f litas were rid iouXbuely blatant propaganda (all amlling people 
and bumper crops), which aroused a certain amount of disapprcval. on the pert 
of many delegates* ^e chief criticism was ihat the Soviets should have shown 
soBse aoientifio film, e g a film about the exoavations In Central Asia* 

It was a propaganda bltinder, oounteraotijag the favorable icq>restion oede by 
the soholarly papers. 



During a session of the SOCIETAS UKAX^AITAICA, which has its headquarters in 
West ^raany, Omeljen fritsak proposed to the Soviet delegation that they 
join, Potapov, answerlngTnlRiBaiaa in the name of the Soviet delegation, 
indicated that the matter had to be taken up first in Koseow* ihls f ant, 
plus the fact that all the looturea of the Soviet delegatlcn had been 
prepared said printed in Hoso&w befcrahand* indioates that the Soviet delegation 
ims not given a free hand to mingle and assoolate as is the case with Western 
delegates* However, In private oonversation, they did reveal some Information* 
Potapov told me that a book had been printed In the USSR abo^ the Hatara and 
Aimaq peoples in Soviet tayriti>ry, an d^Bertels told ae that little dira ot 
ootttao t existed between Soviet goholars ano iAonj^li^ scholars at Ulan Bator* ^ 
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Durlflg a dl«out«lonr entitled "Oriental iam and History^" presided over 
by Prof Denis Sinor of Cembridgep and attended by several hundred people, 
the Soviet delegation partioipatei rather vehemenay* They made two major 
polntsi ( 1 ) history v/as the basic object of orientalism,^ le the discovery 
of the laws of histor/p and (s) orlentetllem must be related to modem problems 
In Asia (an attack cn ivory-towerism) • The non-Soviet oontrlbutlonsfl uxifortunately, 
degenerated into academic end philological squabble b» and the effect produoed 
by this sessioni, which was tc discuss some basic relations between orientalism 
and history^ was not too favorable. 

The Soviet delegates attended parties and mixed freely with the orowd. Kovalyov 
and another Soviet delegate once attended a oooktall party at the heme of ISr 
EC Pullyblank i, head of the Department of Sinolcgy at Cambridge, ^ey were 
friendly and oourt ecus . ^ 

The overfall ii:.presiion made by the Soviet delegates was favorable* People 
eoepeoted much worsen, and were not surprised when oertaln unpleasantness 
arose, nie Soviets indioated acoeptanoe of invitations to the 1867 Congress. 

Their exhibition of books Collett's Book Shop) which also had 

a display of Chinese OosimBXiet^°pi%cuoed many Interested onlookers and oustomers. 
They were reasonably free in their personal oontaotSp and reasonably willing to- 
impart some soholarly information. However, there was no evidence whatsoever 
that any one of the delegates had the power to make deoiiicns in the name of 
the delegation ae a whole, cr to make future oonmltments* . 

The above Soviet partiolpaticn. in my opinion. Indioates a new Soviet pdioy 
of attempting to acquaint foreign scholars with their soholarly aohleveiasnts. 
Ebcohaage of students was one of the subjects Informally dlsoussed in Cambridge, 
and it seems obvious that the British and French, in partioular, were most 
Interested a One oan expeot Inoreased Soviet part loipat ion In Intematlonal* 
Boleatlfio ooBgresses. and eventually even congresses held in kosoow to which 
foreign delegations will be invited, and pexhaps. even the rise of some kind 
of research and student exchange program between the U5SH and Western Europe. 

The only. Sgtalllte ddegation was from Fclax^. .although others had bean invited 
«ad the Hongariaiis and C8e<he had indioated that' they would coma. The only » 

Polish delegate 1 oonvers.ed with was jrablomskiy a Sinologist and author of a 
rs^Mst book about Chuang^ru. • «labloaski seemed.. have no oontaat at all with 
tha jB^iet delegation, and was eager to converse and assoeiate with his Western 
/ eolleaguei. He Indicated repeatedly that little contact existed between Polish 
ahd Soviet orirataliste.' When 1 expressed my envy of his aooess to the wealth 
of Soviet materials on Central Asia, he said that it was not sos that it was 
li^oaglUe for hia to got to Mosoow. j. -jAaLo^z^t 

Turkish and German representsti'.n waa exoellentr and a small, but good. 

Japanese delegation also attended. The UK was represented by the cream of 
its oriental iste^whr- did not have far to travel. 

In' spite of the good representation described above, there were significant 
gaps. CoBsmmlet Chinese soholars had been invited but they refused to corns 
adien It was leaned that two or three Chinese from Formosa would attexvi. Arab 
soholars declined to accept thei% Invitations because Israeli scholars were alqp 
invited. 
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The US representation ivas too small to make such of an l 2 npreaslon« and 
its personnel wore treate(* as individuals rather, than as a delegation 
because there was ac **ofjfloiaI delegation. * The whole eubjeot of oriental lorn 
and orientalists in the US was someirtiat negleoted, preoieely beoause of 
the look of a "delegation”. It would have helped to have had a display of 
US publioations in the field. Beoause of the long absenoe of the Soviets 
from this organization/, and the genuine eurioeity cf al.l orientalists about 
what the Soviete are doing,, their largSj oompetent,. and well organized 
delegation stole the show. 

SOURCE (b) 

I had previously attended meetings of the International Congress of Orientalists 
at Rome and Leiden before World War II and at Paris sinoe, but the 2Srd 
Coagreaa« which met at Cambridge in August 1954 iispresaed me as having the 
broadest international representation and the highest level of eoholarehip 
yet attained. The entire Congress was oonduoted in a very soholarly atmo sphere* 
and there were no apparent ideologioal, raoial* rellgloua* or national 
tensions. Uisabers of the Congress were treated as Individual seholarsg 
without regard to raoe* religion* nationality or politioal belief. Frenohmen 
talked with Gernana. Arabs with Israeli^ and everyone seemed eager to learn 
what the Soviete had to say. Even the printed list of members listed all 
'persons in adphabetloal order without Indioatlng country or other affiliation. 

The large Soviet delegation was generally weloomed by the Congress membefship 
whose attitude was one of satisfaction at the participation of scholars from 
the USSR after so long an absence. There was a general feeling that the 
Soviete* with access to certain archives and other materials not available to 
the outeide world* wore doing research which might be Isportant to orientalism 
in general* and everyone was eager to loam as much as possible about what 
they were doing. 

Among the papers presented by the Soviets were the follcwlngi 
<a) ^Sg^tology 

. Avdiyev - •Bgypt*s Relations with Heighborlag Countries in the 
Fourth Mtl lanlmn BG;-*- ' -* 

(b) l^mian* Armenian* and Central AsiszT Studies. 

* Dyakcngy - "Parthian documents from Nisa.” 

* St Breayan ^* **Tha. Fall of Slave**oiming Society and the Birth of Pdvdal 

Society in Ancient Amenia." 



(o) Altaic Studies 

BE Bertels - **Studie6 In Turkman Literature in the USSR” 

KM !t!uli^v - "The (Xiltural Development of Turkmenia* 

ST SauwtbayeT *■ "Formation of the Kazakl Ration" 

V ? Potapov * gBasio Problems of Altaic Studies In the USSR” 

AS gonoaoT » ?Turoology in the USSR" 

(d) ^diaa Studies 

AM/ ^aJpov • "Sinology in '^e USSR” 

. EM ^dEcv - ?The Fo%Uhtlon of the . Japanese Centralised Fecial Sta%e* 
Eldeyoshi” 

AA Ouber - "The Philippine Republic of 1S98” 
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(f) lalMoio Studies 

Sk Bslyayyr - "Eoonomio Straoture of the Caliphate In the Elerveath Century* 
CtS riylnglcl *- !*The Agrarian Struoture cf Iran by 190C* 

Iff YuldaeheV •» “The State Arohlvee of Khiva" . 

(g) Christian Orient 

M Plfiulevshaya •• "The 9th Century Graaoo - Syriac - Arablo Uanueorlpt 
Psalter" 



(h) Afrloan Studies 

Potyshfain - "Foroatlon of Afrloan Nations" 



From the titles listed above It Is possible to learn eooething of the breadth 
•ad dlreotiea of Soviet studios In orientallsmA and when the papers are published 
la the Goagrese volume whioh usually appears about a year latero a better estlaate 
of their quality oan be Judged* The most laportaat obntributioa of the Soviets 
eas liildashev*8 desoriptioa of the state arohlves of Khiva* This oolleetloa 
ooataias Persian and Arabio manusoripts of great value vhloh have not beea 
aeoessible to ITestem soholars* Although the Soviet soholsra Insisted Axpcn 
reading their papers in fiuaslan, they oame prepared to distribute printed eopies 
of their papers in Western languages* Belyalev^ the only one with whm I had . 
.direst oentaot^ partlolpated in disousslons la Freaoh, and seemed to have. 
goddvtrnialJ^ end baolqg round In Islaalo studies* I was unable to leaxn an^rthi^ 
of his- affiliations e exoept that he is In Ifosoow. 

BveryuM eeewd amaced that the Soviets mixed so fre^y with the Western soholars* 
Uostfof the^ igppea able to epeah some French at least* and seemied to go out 
of tl&eir way to be friendly* Guber acted as spokesman for the USSR group* 

ABioig idle Satellites* Poland and Saat Germany* at least* were representedo An 
Bast Geiman soholar* 0 Blssfeldt* . from Halle* read a piper on a biblioal subject. 

in'previoas Co^resses* there had always been two or three invitations from • 
desiring to be host f$r. t^ next oongress* but when the locale for 
tiie.Sfth' Congress in 1867 oaae up for discussion* the only ln!^itation was 
f^m Wast :Ger^^ this was rathox suzprislng* not only booauee it was the 
o^y ' invitation* but beoause mai^ members felt It was a little too soon after 
^e war f^r Gexvi^ to be Issuing an Invitation* The invitation* however^ 
was aooepted without offloial dissent. Hamburg* Franjtfurt* end Uonioh were 
all.mentloned as possible host cities. 

file in CIA Library (as **mioro-nlec« #1037") is a photocopy of: 



23 International Congress of Orientalists 
General P^gramae 
Cambridge 21-28 August 1964* 
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